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“Go into the world and tell the Good News to all creation.”  Mark 16:15

Do we need a National Rosary Crusade?

    By Kathy Wilcox

   Very few doubt that America is at the most crucial moment of our history. We are under attack. But when you look at history, this country, the world and the Catholic Church have been through troubled times before. The Catholic faith and even whole countries have overcome various threats by turning to Jesus and someone very close to Jesus, his mother, with the prayers of the rosary.

   Just a few incidents in which victory was won through the intercessory prayers of the rosary include the following: The battle of Lepanto in 1571, which the church commemorates on October 7th as the feast of the Holy Rosary (formerly called Our Lady of Victory named for this event); the battle of Vienna in 1683; and the battle of Belgrade in 1716. In each of these incidents, Europe was saved from the forces of Mohammed.

   After WWII, Austria was partitioned into four zones under the Communist rule of the Russians with a large garrison of troops stationed there to maintain control. A parish priest launched a Rosary crusade and by May of 1955, because 500,000 people 

prayed, the Russians suddenly granted independence to Austria.

  In 1974, Brazil came under Communist control and it looked like all of South America would fall under Communist control. Fr. Patrick Payton organized a rosary crusade attended by 5.5 million people. Again the rosary was victorious. 

   In April of 1974, the Communists came to power in Portugal. Four teachers obtained a million pledges to pray the Rosary. By November of 1975, without bloodshed, the Communists relinquished their power. In each of these instances, countries were rescued from the godless rule of Communism.

   The late Pope John Paul II was personally devoted to the Rosary. He dedicated his Petrine ministry to Our Lady with this motto: Totus Turus (Totally Yours). He wrote the encyclical, Rosarium Virginis Mariae,  proclaimed a year of the rosary 

and added a new set of 

mysteries, the Luminous Mysteries, in 2002. 

   He spoke very definitely about the power of the rosary: “The Church has always attributed 

particular efficacy to this prayer, 

entrusting to the rosary the most difficult problems. At times when Christianity itself seemed 

under threat, its deliverance was attributed to the power of this prayer, and Our Lady was acclaimed as the one whose intercession brought salvation.”

   Even Scripture is telling us that we, as a country, need to pray.

“If my people, who are called by my name, humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

   If you want to commit to pray a rosary a day for our country, you can sign a petition on the Internet at www.nationalrosarycrusade.com. Our government, our country, our church and our families are under assault. We can complain, we can march, we can wring our hands in despair or we can pray.
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